Lymphodynamics in the fetus and newborn.
Body fluid is distributed among three major fluid spaces: plasma, interstitial fluid, and intracellular fluid. The distribution of fluid in each of these compartments is dramatically different in the fetus and newborn compared to the adult. In addition, the amniotic fluid that surrounds the fetus may also be considered an extension of the extracellular space of the fetus. The purpose of this review is to discuss the complex mechanism that regulates volume in the fetus and newborn as well as the regulation of fluid distribution between the plasma and interstitial fluid, while placing special emphasis on the role the lymphatic system plays in mediating and maintaining this distribution.